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ENCORE provides 
politicians with a 
forum for discussing  
environmental  
issues of regional 
significance

Environmental Conference of the Regions of Europe

ENCORE enables  
regions to establish  
a common position  
and exert their  
collective influence  
on the formulation  
of environmental  
policy within the  
European Union

ENCORE allows  
cooperation,  
exchange of  
experiences,  
innovation and  
common activities 
among regions  
on environmental 
issues



ENCORE

ENCORE is a political platform and forum for Environment Ministers 
and other relevant political leaders of the regions of Europe relating  
to environmental and sustainable development issues.

General objectives

ENCORE is dedicated to political cooperation between the  
regional Environment Ministers in Europe. ENCORE aims  
to contribute to the effective implementation of EU environ- 
mental policy, to improve environmental governance and  
to foster sustainable development in the regions of Europe.

The Conference

The conference is ENCORE’s driving force and is intended to be  
a high political level summit, taking place every two years.  
The conference shapes and guides the work of the network. It takes 
stock of the progress made between conferences and approves  
the political strategy of ENCORE. The three main topics discussed  
at the last conference 2023 in Arnhem, The Netherlands, are
	 Climate Action
	 Biodiversity
	 Circular Economy

Munich Meeting “Climate  
Adaptation and Blue Infrastructure – 
Examples across European  
ENCORE Regions”, May 2022 ) 
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YouthCORE

In 2014 the first ENCORE youth conference took place. By involving 
young people into the discussion about the future environment 
policy in the European regions, the ENCORE network becomes even 
more sustainable. Since YouthCORE used to take place in the  
week before, the output works as a crucial input for the ENCORE  
conference and ministers discussions.

First YouthCORE event, 
Munich 2014

Photo: StMUV

Photo: StMUV

Political Leader 

ENCORE is presided over by the Minister for the Environment or  
the relevant political leader of the region that will host the next confe-
rence together with the equivalent that hosted the last conference.  
The Co-Presidents lead and promote ENCORE at political level.  
Currently, ENCORE is presided over by the Province of Gelderland  
(The Netherlands) and Eastern & Midland Regional Assembly (Ireland).
The secretary general has representation functions and assists and  
supports politically. Currently the position is assigned to the Bavarian 
State Minister of the Environment. The region also hosts the executive 
office, the ENCORE secretariat. It is responsible for the general coordi-
nation of the network under the guidance of the co-presidents.

Co-Presidency Ellen Mulder-Metselaar 
(Gelderland) with Jim Conway (EMRA) and 
Secretary General Thorsten Glauber (Bavaria) 
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Participation

Participation is open to all regions in states belonging to the  
European Union or to the EFTA or in states who will join the EU in 
the foreseeable future. Participation is voluntary, with no fee and  
no legal commitments.

ENCORE Steering Group Meeting 
in Pilsen, June 2023

Valencia Charter

Established in Valencia, Spain, 21st November 1995
Revised and approved in Åre, Sweden, 16 th June 2006
Revised and approved in Hohenkammer, Germany, 16 th May 2014

1. Role of the Regions in Environmental Policy

1.1 We, the regions of Europe are convinced that the citizens of all regions of Europe  
have the right to enjoy a high quality environment. We declare that in views of  
our common responsibilities for the protection of the environment for present and  
future generations, we consider the pursuit of sustainable development and the  
development of environment policies are our main tasks. 

1.2 We believe the solution to global environmental problems can only be achieved  
by coordinated actions at all levels of government. In accordance with the principle   
“think global, act local”, regional governments and regional-level solutions have much  
to contribute. We recognise the importance of regional differences and the opportunity
to test new ideas and policies at regional level. We, therefore, focus on an active co-  

 operation of the regions of Europe. 

1.3 We believe that we, as “competent authorities”, with deep practical experience in im-  
 plementing and executing European law and the strategy of sustainable development  

should be involved in the process of designing new European environmental policies  
including the arrangements for implementation. In carrying out these tasks, we wish
to be active participants, refl ecting our aim to play a proactive role and involving  
our experience, knowledge and interests in the European decision-making process.

2. Objectives and Instruments

2.1 We, the regions of Europe, recognize that the fundamental objective of our environ-  
 mental polices is to conserve, protect and improve the quality of the environment –   

climate, air, noise, water, soil and biodiversity. In doing so, we consider the precau-  
 tionary principle and the polluter-pays principle as the guiding principles in all our 
 actions. 

2.2 We pursue sustainable development. It is important that the Strategy Europe 2020  
gives equal treatment to economic, environmental and social needs. We refer to the   
European Strategy of Sustainable Development and we are committed to an economic  
management focussing on ecological sustainability, economic profi tability and social  

 integration. 

Members - The Valencia Charter

Regions that are considered to be ENCORE 
members have signed the founding document 
of ENCORE, the so called Valencia Charter.
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