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| General results of ENCORE 2010

I.1. At the 9" Environment Conference of the Regions of Eurof¢GERE 2010)
held in Olsztyn, Warmia and Mazury (Poland), on1P0Jdune 2010, the participating
Regions confirmed their commitment to improve the/i®nment and to promote
sustainable development in Europe and climate aharitigation.

[.2.  The Ministers expressed the strong desirengage in a continuous political
dialogue and to strengthen international politicabperation among the Regions of
Europe with the aim of:

- having a greater impact on EU decision-making;

- functioning as a forum for the exchange of knowkedgd experience;

- giving greater transparency to innovative policgqtice;

- enhancing the role of the Regions in the developraed implementation of
environmental and sustainable development pol&idke regional, national, European
and international level.

I.3. The Conference invited the European Regiorst tmave not signed the
ENCORE Valencia Charter yet to do so by deposititegr formal accession with the
ENCORE Secretariat (www.encorewebrghe Charter, first adopted in Valencia in
1995, and amended in Are in 2006, sets out the temg strategic vision for the work
of ENCORE. The Charter contains the objectives, itte#ruments and the priority
actions of regional environmental policy in Eurofuring ENCORE 2010, 2 new
Regions signed the Valencia Charter bringing totahber of signatories to 112.

1.4. The Conference also welcomed the Report onntbeitoring of the Aragon
Action Plan (ARAP) presented by Aragon Region. \itthe ARAP, it is appropriate
to underline the successful work and excellentltesii the ENCORE Working Groups.

I.5.  The Ministers expressed their appreciationtfi@ contacts between ENCORE,
the EU institutions and the European headquartecgh@r international organisations
working in the field of environment and sustainatideelopment.

1.6. The Conference welcomed the establishing ompaent ENCORE Secretariat
in Aragon which task is to help co-chairs in adrsiirdtive duties.
Il ENCORE objectives and core structure

1. The ENCORE Valencia Charter describes theimgi motivation underpinning
the work of ENCORE:

“We believe that solutions to global environmenabblems can only be achieved by
coordinated actions at all levels of governmenta¢cordance with the principle “think
global, act local”, regional governments and regadevel solutions have much to
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contribute. We recognise the importance of regiatiierences and the opportunity to
test new ideas and policies at regional levelslimportant that these are taken into
account in the formulation of environmental polgiboth at national and EU levels”.

.2 ENCORE activities are organised by individuBuropean Regions or by

Regions jointly under the supervision of the ENCORteering Group. The Steering
Group currently consists of Regional Officials frat EU Member States from 19

different regions, who act under the directionhadit Ministers. The aim of the Steering
Group is to include one region of each EU MembeateSas a member. The Steering
Group is Co-chaired by the Officials who represiigt Region that will host the next

Conference, together with the Region that has Hdbie last Conference.

I 3. ENCORE engages in the following core actasti

Conferences:

The driving force of ENCORE is the biennial Confege for the regional environment
Ministers and political leaders. Each Conference bae or more specific themes.
During each Conference, a progress Report is piedemn the activities carried out
since the last Conference.

The themes of the ENCORE 2010 are: Mitigating agfaand adapting to climate
change; Biodiversity; Natural Food.

The conference arrangements and other activitesandled by the Regions in close
cooperation with the ENCORE Steering Group.

Seminars, workshops, working groups, partnershiils ather networks, research and
exchange of best practice:

To carry out activities in the period between tbaferences, the leaders of the different
themes in the work programme will undertake actiand organize events to which
politicians and administrative staff from Europeaegions and other relevant
stakeholders will be invited. Regions may also cassion research projects under the
ENCORE umbrella.

Meetings of politicians

In the period between ENCORE Conferences, regiomaisters and political leaders
meet to discuss current political events. More #gpady, the Co-Presidents of
ENCORE will convene an annual meeting of the Mamnstof the Regions which are
represented in the ENCORE Steering Group.

Regular meetings with the EU Commissioner for Emriment and the EU
Commissioner for Regional Policy

Representatives of ENCORE meet regularly with theopean Commissioner for
Environment and the European Commissioner for Regi®olicy to discuss current
political issues as well as the preparation ofritvet Conference.
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Cooperation with other European networks

ENCORE will maintain its current collaboration asdeks to collaborate with other
European networks that have an interest in envissriah and sustainable development
issues.

Web site:

The ENCORE web site consists of a central tooctanmunicating these activities and
for encouraging co-operation between the differpattners and the exchange of
experiences. The ENCORE Secretariat is respon&ibtee web site management.

1l ENCORE strategy

llI.1. At the ENCORE Conference in Olsztyn in JB@0 the following strategy was
adopted by the Regions:

- to strengthen international political cooperationoag the Regions of Europe by
organising meetings of political leaders and Migrist

- to strengthen the environment and sustainable dprednt throughout Europe by
promoting Agenda 21 at regional level in co-operatwith citizens, organisations,
enterprises, other governmental levels and oth@alsand economic partners;

- to work in partnership with businesses at regideatl and to involve educational
and research institutions in this co-operation iideo to acquire new environmental
research and knowledge - and to implement this ath kenterprises and public
institutions;

- to co-operate with the European Commission in implating the renewed Lisbon
and Sustainable Development Strategies as wellhas@! Environmental Action
Programme and to ensure that the practical expariehthe Regions in implementing
EU law is reflected in the future work of the Conssion;

- to implement the EU 2020 strategy;

- to recognise the value of ecosystem services &sreef to in the study on The
Economics of Ecosystems & Biodiversity (TEEB);

- to coordinate sustainable development policies éetwthe regional, the national
and the international level.

To implement this strategy, the Regions will workselected themes.
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v ENCORE priorities 2010 — 2012

IV.1. The Conference agreed to the following ptytihemes for ENCORE for the
period 2010 — 2012:

* Climate Change and Nature

- Climate change - threats and opportunities foraegi development
- Mitigating against climate change

- Adapting to climate change

- Working towards sustainable development

* Biodiversity - managing the effects of a changamyironment
- Strategies for nature conservation

- Biodiversity - the responsibility of the regions

- Involvement of regional authorities

* Natural Food
- National and European food quality systems
- Development of local and regional natural food

V. ENCORE Work Programme 2010 - 2012

V.1. The ENCORE 2010 Conference highlighted the cigpheimportance of
biodiversity in relation to the challenge of clirmathange. The Conference urged the
Regions of Europe to adopt innovative and effegiigkcies in these areas and to work
with the Steering Group to communicate these pdidb other Regions of Europe,
associations of regions in member states, natienalronment ministries and other
public bodies, particularly the European Institoso It is envisaged that seminars,
working groups and other activities will be an agprate mean of achieving such
communication and all Regions of Europe are engmatdéo contact the Steering Group
with their ideas for such ENCORE events.

V.2. ENCORE has strengthen its role as a forumdmraunicate ideas and best
practice on sustainable development issues. Theri&geGroup will work with the
Regions to develop new ENCORE initiatives and cbdate that forum.

V.3. The ENCORE Work Programme 2010 — 2012 propt¢sesontinue with the
following seven different types of activities:

V.3.1 Contacts with other networks, European ingsths and the European
headquarters of other international organisatidwesthe UN

V.3.2 Implementation and monitoring of ENCORE demis
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V.3.3 Promoting the ENCORE Valencia Charter

V.3.4 Seminars, workshops, partnerships with otietworks, research and exchange of
best practice

V.3.5 Partnerships between "old” and "new” EU Regio
V.3.6 Working Groups
V.3.7 Preparation of ENCORE 2012.

V.4 Contacts with other networks, European instong and the European headquarters
of other international organisations

The Conference welcomed the active role that thaidwr for the Environment of
Aragon and Co-President of ENCORE, Mr. Alfredo BdPéeyo, together with the
Member of the Board of the Warfisko-Mazurskie Voivodeship and Co-President of
ENCORE, Mr. Jarostaw Stoma, have played in EU eyesuch as ENCORE
UNFCCC-COP15 side event: "Taking Action Now! A Epean Regional Perspective",
during which they promoted ENCORE and the role hid Regions in the field of
Environment. The Conference encouraged the hdsieafiext ENCORE Conference, to
continue Mr. Boné’s and Mr. Stoma’s work in theseat

The Regions of Europe should continue seeking gisdaand co-operation with the EU
institutions in the preparation of policies, plaasd indicators in the field of
environment and sustainable development. The &tpdbiroup was asked to pursue
these matters with the relevant European institgtio

There are a number of other bodies with an EU-wmandate which includes
environmental and sustainable development maitéwes Conference asked the Steering
Group to consider co-operation with such bodiethig could lead to benefits for the
sustainable development work in the Regions of p&iro

The conference decided to cooperate more closdly the Euroregion Baltic. The

ERB was established in February 1998 and is aiqalli solid and well-anchored

cooperation in the south-east of the Baltic Seaomegconsisting of eight regions of
Denmark, Lithuania, Poland, Russia and Sweden.ak the first Euroregion to have
formally included a partner from the Russian Fetilena Since its early days ERB has
been pursuing the goals of improving life condiiofor its inhabitants, promoting

bonds and contacts among local communities, angigpngg measures for a more
sustainable development within the region. These firoved challenging tasks for the
organisation which included EU member states, angezbuntries, and the Kaliningrad
Oblast of the Russian Federation.

Comprising the regions from both old and new EU MemStates, and the Russian
Kaliningrad Oblast, Euroregion Baltic constitutbe bperational network of substantial
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and effective links across the borders, faciligtthe promotion of political dialogue
and reform, as well as sustainable, economic, sacid environmental development,
and thus strengthening local democracy and fogfepeople-to-people contacts
between civil societies. The co-operation activelyolves both local and regional
authorities, private and public sectors, and NGOs.

V.5 Implementation and monitoring of ENCORE deaisio

The ENCORE 2010 Conference asked the Regions afpguio contribute actively to
the monitoring of ENCORE activities carried out tyg Regions in the period 2010 -
2012. The Steering Group was asked to work togetitarthe Warmia-Mazury Region
on the Monitoring Report of the Olsztyn Action Pliwat will be presented at ENCORE
2012.

The Conference accepted the work of Aragon on tRAR Monitoring Report. The
Report includes a description and analysis of tNEBGRE activities that took place in
the period in between the ENCORE 2008 and the ENEQ@®RLO Conferences.

V.6 The ENCORE Valencia Charter

The ENCORE Secretariat will from now on be the d#jooy of the ENCORE Valencia
Charter. The Secretariat will contact the other i®&gy and invite them to sign the
Charter.

V.7 Seminars, workshops, partnerships with othéwaokks, exchange of best practice
and research on specific themes and topics

The Regions are invited to present to the ENCORE8tg Group initiatives that they
would like to develop under the ENCORE umbrella,particular in relation to the
implementation of the ENCORE Valencia Charter amdhe priority themes listed in
Article 13. So far, the following activities hatseen announced:

V.7.1 Thematic seminars/workshops

V.7.1.1. Climate Change and Nature

Activity: IV International Meeting of Water Expert®Vater Quality, Climate Change
and Biodiversity. Renowned Water Experts from Waitte will gather in Aragon to
discuss about the effects of climate change onnvgatality and water quality in relation
to biodiversity issues. This will be the fourth @rthat well known International Experts
gather in Aragon to discuss water related issues.

Date and place: Zaragoza, November 2010

Activity: ENCORE Minister’'s event at COP 16-UNFCQ@exico. A side-event of
ENCORE Minister’s attending Mexico dealing with f@kate Change and Biodiversity:
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EU Regions Taking Action Now!” (the title is onlyqvisional, have to confirm it with
the SG).

V.7.1.2. Sustainable Development

Activity: Drenthe and Aragon will organize a bi-regal symposium on the theme
“Sport and sustainable development’. Aspects l@rtsand environment, climate
change, water management and sustainable enerljyshapics to be addressed. The
symposium aims to attract participants from theiorg@ governments and from the
private sector.

V.7.2 Partnerships with other organizations/network
V.7.2.1. ERB -Euroregion Baltic

V.7.2.2. NRG4SD

V.7.2.3. The Climate Group

V.7.2.4. UNEP

V.7.2.5 UNDP

V.7.2.6. EEA

V.7.2.7. ENEA

V.7.2.8. EPRO

V.7.3 Thematic Research Projects and exchangesbipactice

SURF-Nature - Sustainable Use of Regional Funds\fature under the InterreglVC
programme

The project is a partnership of 14 authorities pablic bodies (or bodies under public
law) working together to optimise regional policiesd practices with regard to
promotion and preservation of natural heritagediviersity, and nature conservation
through improving opportunities for and the impaatdinancing these measures from
the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF). SNRfare partnership will
carry out a series of activities aimed at the idieation, analysis and dissemination of
experience and good practice with using ERDF fundsiature conservation. Partners
will analyse existing ERDF funding programmes (ORs) identify how nature
conservation is integrated into the process. A Bate of 60 good practice investment
projects will be created. The partnership will cocd a series of interregional
workshops on specific funding themes and a sefiggaming sessions within partner
regions. Based on the results, partners will predgaidance documents covering
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specific funding themes, investment project develept, and the next generation of
funding programmes. Start: beginning of 01.201@ £A2012.

WATER CoRe -Water scarcity and droughts; coordmhaigtions in European regions
Approved. Lead partner of the project is Hessenolled among others: Emilia
Romagna, Aragon. Water CoRe intends to provide xamange platform for water
scarcity and drought issues on regional and lasedlIfor all European regions.

Manev - Evaluation of manure management and treatm&chnology for
environmental protection and sustainable livestdakming in Europe under the
programme Life +.

The project will be implemented in the following @uries: Spain, Italy, Denmark and
Poland. Administrative region(s): Aragon, Midjytiid, Lombardy, Emilia Romagna,
Catalonia, Castilla y Ledn, Murcia and Warmia-MazufStart date: 01/01/2011
Expected end date: 31/12/2014. MANEV is based an khow-how of different
European countries regarding the managementtr@atinent of the livestock manure,
with the participation of different actors impliedl the livestock sectofregional and
local governments, Universities, research cen&ned,farms unions).

This project wants to demonstrate that both the afseeatment technology and an
environmental correct management scheme contribugeeduction of GHG emissions.

V.8. Partnerships between “old” and “new” Regions

The Conference asked all Regions to continue impgowontacts, and to start
partnerships with Regions from the new Member Statad recognized that the
enlargement of the Steering Group will facilitatestprocess.

V.9. Working Groups

The Conference recognized the importance of the &RE Working Groups that
guarantee continuity and visibility of ENCORE adias. The three existing Working
Groups will continue their activities during thexhéwo years and a new Working
Group on Renewable Energy will be established. d$tablishment of a new Working
Group on Soil Protection will be considered.

V.9.1. Working group on climate change

Leading region: North Rhine Westphalia, Germany

Objective: to present Regional activities in thediof Climate Change (adaptation and
mitigation measures); to provide a platform of commmation between Regional

experts and decision makers; to extend and intemmtworking and co-operation
between Regions; to share best practice; to dewidpefine Regional strategies.
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Activities: maintenance of the website of the watkigroup launched in 2007
(www.regional-climate.eu); sharing information oasb practice; identifying projects
with a common interest, organizing conferences.

V.9.2. Working Group on Biodiversity.
Leading region: Tuscany, Italy

Objectives:

- analyze the implementation of the Birds and itéa&b directives, developing the
priority themes defined in them and completing pinevious activities of the Working
Group.

Activities:

- analysis of regional strategies and good practipesveb contacts and technical
meetings;

- sharing information on good practices;

- identifying possible projects with a common intéres

- presenting to European Commission the identifiegioreal strategies and good
practices as a contribution to the EU policy far tommon task of reducing the loss of
biodiversity in Europe.

V.9.3. Working Group on Water.

Objectives:
To promote regional awareness and co-operatiamefig¢lds of
- Integrated River Basin Management
- Water Quality Management
- Application of the Water Framework Directive
- Application of the Flood Directive
- Water Scarcity and Drought management

Activities:

- Continuing the previous activities of the WorkingoGp by sharing information on
good practices and by identifying and implementpagsible projects of common
interest.

Leading region: Aragon, Spain

V.9.4. Working Group on Renewable Energy

Leading region: Vastra Gotaland, Sweden

V.9.5. Working Group on Soil Protection

Leading region: Drenthe, Netherlands
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V.10. ENCORE Permanent Secretariat

The Conference welcomed the offer of Aragon to the ENCORE Permanent
Secretariat which task is to support Co-Presidengsiministration issues.

V.11. Preparation of ENCORE 2012 — Drenthe, Ne#mel$

V.11.1 The Conference welcomed the offer of Drentbehost the next ENCORE
Conference in 2012 and asked the ENCORE SteeriogpGio work with Drenthe to
organize a successful conference.

After closure of the ENCORE 2010 Conference, theP@esidency of ENCORE is in
the hands of Warmia-Mazury and Drenthe.

The Conference thanked Aragon for its commitmentEddCORE as Co-President
during the last 4 years.

V.11.2 The Steering Group was asked to keep tlggoRe of Europe informed of the
progress on all these issues through the ENCORKEiteele-mail and other forms of
communication. The Steering Group was asked toym®a full report on its work in
2010-2012 at the next Conference in Drenthe in 20h& report should also include

its proposals for the following two years. Thesepmsals are to be debated and agreed

upon at ENCORE 2012.

Adopted by the Environmental Conference of the Bwegiof Europe (ENCORE),
Olsztyn, Warmia-Mazury, Poland, 11 June 2010.

Mr. Alfredo Boné Pueyo

Mr. Jarostaw Stoma

Ms. Tanja Klip Martin

Minister for the Environment
Government of Aragon.

Member of the Representati
"Council for the Environment
Warmia-Mazury.

rl\\/lember of Executive Board ¢
"Province of Drenthe.

D f

Co-chair Period 2006-2010

Co-chair Period 2008-2012

Co-chair Period 2010-2014

Signature:

Signature:

Signature:
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